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FOREWORD.
%

Among the various classes of religio-philosophical works that adom
our ancient Sanskrit literature the Sree Pancharatra Samhitas constitute

an important section whose value has been acknowledged from the

earliest times by the great sages of >ore The Mahabhaiata contains

specific reference to them
,

the rules of conduct and worship prescribed

thenn being called Sathwatha Dharma ) and its followers

designated as Ekantins ). In the Santhi-Parva eulogistic

mention is made of the Ekanthlns who are ranked higher

than even ascetics Nor is this unjustifiable, for as the very term

signifies Ekanthins are persons who are immersed in single-

minded devotion to the Supreme Lord, Sreeman Narayana,

whose incessent adoratioy the breath their life and the very

fibre of their being Such devotion generally assumes a two-fold

shape, viz
, absence of allegiance to any other than Lord Vasudeva

and having no other end in view than His service (W3FTRTC

,
and it is this peculiar feature of the Sathwatha Dharma that

accounts for the special distinction with which it has been regarded and

the place of honour that has been assigned to its followers. It will not be

wrong to say that the principle of Karma Yoga expounded in the Bhagavad

Gita finds its practical application here in a natural and effective manner

in that the happy blending of Katma, Gnana and Bhakti is so consum-

mate that one feels as if he is almost automatically initiated into the

secrets of spiritual realisation and led as it were by the hand step by step

into the living presence of the Lord.

Of course from the very nature of things it is not possible for every

one to possess the necessary mental equipment, consisting of an inborn

tendency to detach oneself from the attractions of the senses and feel

drawn Godwards, which is the sine qua non for admission into this cult ,

and consequently the Sathwatha Dharma revealed in the Pancharatra was

confined to a chosen few who were generally designated as Bhagavathas

The necessary exclusiveness of this group of devotees came m course of

time to provoke attacks from critics who even went the length of stigma-

- tising this sastra as opposed to the Vedic tenets and therefore not

acceptable by any who acknowledge their allegiance to the Vedas. That

this charge is quite unmerited will be abundantly clear from the Mahabha-

ratha itself where it is explained how the Sathwatha Dharma which con-
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sists of the performance of duty without expectation of gain was the

geneial rule of conduct in the Kritha Yuga but owing to the deterioration

that set in during the succeeding yugas this high standard gradually fell in-

to disuse. In the same epic the origin and devolution of this Dhatma is

described (Santi Parva - Adhyaya 358) and in that connection it is stated

that Bhagavan Narayana originally revealed it to Brahma, who taught it

to Daksha, from whom Vivaswan learnt it, and later taught it to Manu

from whom Ikshwaku learnt it and from him it spread in this world.

Looking at the chain of teachers and pupils one cannot fail to be struck

by the substantial agreement it bears to the line along which the Karma

Yoga cult is said to have been transmitted in the Geetha. When we

remember that the subject - matter in both cases is almost the same it

may not be a bold conjecture if one should identify the Karma Yoga

referred to in the Geethopanishad with the Sathwatha Dharma described

in the Santi Parva It is from considerations like these that the leading

teachers of the Visishtadvaitic school have striven hard to repel the

charge of the unvedic character of the Pancharatra Sastra which, they hold,

has been derived fiom the Ekayana Sakha of the Vedas The Agamapra-

manyaof Sree Yamunacharya is devoted to the discussion of this question

tn ertenso and later writers have also followed it up until wo come to the

Pancharatra lalsha of Sree Vedantha Desikar which may be said to

be practically the last word in the matter, in as much as that gifted author

has therein completely thieshed out the question in all its aspects with

his usual lucidity and vigour and has thereby succeeded m placing it

beyond the pale of controversy*

Not only the Mahabharatha, bnt also the other monumental work

of its author, viz., the Brahma Sutras, recognises the merit and

establishes the authority of the Pancharatra. At any rate this is the

decided opinion of the Visishtadvaitic School of Vedantists and Bhagavad

Ramanujacharya in his Sree Bhashya supports it with irrefutable

cogency. The halting hesitancy with which other * commentators

approach the topic only serves to confirm the correctness of Sree

Ramanuja's interpretation.

Apait from authority, viewing the matter on its own merits, one

fails to see how a Siddhantha that enjoins the worship of the Sup-

reme Lord, Sreeman Narayana, as an end in itself and prescribes

the rules and rituals necessary for its efficacious performance could

at all be supposed to conflict or disagree with the Vedas* On the

other hand it is the uniform burden of the Upanishads and ‘p&rticuJ
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larly of the Geetha that Nivnthi Dharma which consists in the per-

formance of duty for its own sake as being the command of

God is by far superior to Pravrithi Dharma whereby an act is done

with intent to secure some personal benefit , the reason being that

the former helps the doer to release himself fiom the shackles of

samsara while the latter serves to tighten the bondage It might

be noted that the Gnam of the Geetha is no other than the Ekanthee

of the Pancharatia and that this is so will be apparent from a compari-

son of a few relevant passages. The Lord says in the Geetha—
“ ^ft'crr m sRi^rcRfs^ i

3rrar ttPft =q srcrfcr il

cfar fR'r ftqpp ^ 11”

“ mr q qq fqq 11”

“ srrf^Tcrwrf qrirqigtun nfcrff U”

“ qq cftq qt *r qqqr qq^ft i

cRf ¥RfTfcf^rftT TORW 11”

“ in ff qrq sqqTUM %sfq ^ qrqqrqq I

Tmt ^TRcRT 5j?Rctsrq qrfci quqfcii; 11”

With this let us compare the following lines from the Santhi

Parva dealing with the Ekanthees —
“ =^ft«rr m qqr vow qq q fcrr l

rtqWPTftrc qST^^Tq^qqqT i

afqqq qfci#n fq^refr ir

“ stfr imF'ctq qqrq wr; fft 1

rqmgtf.T 'jan =q n?rfq ftrcsrr 1!”

“ jptt qqq; I

3^Rrwfsq tft qpmPqq 11”

These two sets of passages speak for themselves It is fiom a per-

ception of such concordance that Sree Yamunacharya has in his Gee-

tharthasangraha which provided the nucleus for the Geetha Bhashya

of Sree Ramanuja, blended the gist of both in the following signi-

ficant stanzas 1—
‘ irpfr 5 q^Fctt qqrqqrwafrqq I

sssnwr 11

frSRBtffe qqqqr $rftrT 1

sqrqcfl qfrsrsq $ 3fW 11

qSTqHfaq qiqrflroqlqrqqq^. IP
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Thus we see how the essence of the Geetha Philosophy finds its

practical fulfilment in the Sathwatha Dhaima of the Sree Pancharatra
,
and

once we remember that the Geetha contains the quintessence of the

Upamshads the giound is cleared of all doubts and difficulties that

obstruct the path of the devotee in following the beacon-light of the

Pancharatia Sastra that illumines it all along his onwaid match to

the land of lasting bliss

Indeed it is one of the glorious triumphs that stand to the cre-

dit of the great Achaiyas of the Visishtadvaitic School that they have

been able to unearth the immense treasure that lay imbedded m the

Panchaiatra works and no wonder therefore that they have copiously

drafted therefrom in all possible matters particularly with reference

to the rules of daily routine and worship to be observed by those who

seek the path of Moksha.

But it is an unfortunate sign of the times that, in spite of the

great value attached to them by the leading Sree Vaishnava Achaiyas,

their followers of later days have not taken care to secure and pre-

serve the Panchdratra Samhitas in a manner which their importance

necessitates, so much so that there are not available full and correct

recensions of many even among the prominent one*. The chief cause

of this unenviable state of things is no doubt the demoralisation and

degeneracy that has set in among the inheritors of this knowledge which

has made them set undue store by things of comparatively little moment

to the detnment of the paramount duty of preserving and

augmenting their priceless heritage. Hence it is a matter for

which all lovers of knowledge must feel immensly thankful that here and

there we meet with a few high-minded souls like Paiamahamsa Parivraja-

kacharya Sree Samp&thkumara Ramanuja Swami of the Yadugiri Yathi-

raja Mutt, who, realising that seivice to the cause of the right kind of

knowledge is to be striven for at any cost and that the Sampradaya of

Bhagavad Ramanuja is best served by preserving and publishing the anci-

ent authorities on which its foundations are well and truly laid, have been

at great pains to bung out correct editions of some of those ancient works*

Already the Swami has published the Padma Samhita which is one of the

important Panchaiatra treatises snd thereby placed the public under a deep

debt of gratitude to him. He has also edited other works like the ‘Kasy-

apa Samhita 5
‘ Sringaraprakasa,*

4 Thapasa Vatsa Raja
5

etc The edition

of the * Poushkara Samhita ’ which he has now brought out adds in no

small measure to his claim for the esteem atid gratitude of his countrymen.

This Samhita is otie of the three pre eminent Pancharatra works, the
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Ratnatrajam as they are called, the other two being the Sathwatha

Sjamhita and the Jayakhya Samhita

The pre-eminence of the anthonty of these three Samhitas, will be

evident from the fact that some of the othei important Pancharatra works

follow them closely, as for example the Easwara Samhita follows the

Sathwatha, the Padma follows the Jaya and the Parameswara Samhitha

follows the Poushkara Moreover, the leading Acharyas of the Visishtad-

vaita School of Vedanta have largely quoted from them whenever

necessary. Sree Bhagavad Ramanuja in his magnum opus, the Sree

Bhashya, makes express reference to the Poushkara and Sathwatha

Samhitas in his commentary on the ^ k Similarly

• Sri Parasara Bhatta in lus memorable work Sree Sahasranama

Bhashya, rightly chastened by him Bhagavad Guna Darpana, draws

freely from the Poushkara and other Samhitas, as also Vedantha Desika

in many of his works Above all it is interesting to note that a much
earlier wriiei, Bhattotpala, perhaps the same as the famous comment-

ator on the Buhat Samhita of Varahamihira has in his

made eulogistic reference to these Samhitas and copiously quoted from

the same. This affords strong evidence in refutation of the belief

pre\ ailing in some quarters that these are sectarian works confined to a

small coterie and do not deserve acceptance at the hands of the followers

of the Veda-marga

The Poushkara is so named because it records the dialogue

between Bhngavan Narayana and Brahma, the Lotusborn, wherein the

former expounds in great detail the mode of temple-worship and the

rituals connected therewith beginning with the selection of sites for con-

structing temples. Although in these days, due to discontinuity of the

traditional knowledge, it may not be possible to understand fully all

the minute details found in the book, yet even a layman cannot fail

to be impressed by the clearness and exactitude with which all points are

dealt with and practical lessons ate given for being adopted and acted

upon. From the very nature of the details given it will be manifest

that if the procedure prescribed be adopted the result stated would

follow as a natural consequence and he must indeed be a bold man
who should say anything to the contrary The harmonious blending of

the mental, verbal and physical elements
) m the

s\stem of worship inculcated is a very important feature which accounts

for its efficacy and natutally leads to gradual spiritual enlightenment

In the midst of the elaborate details of method and procedure we
find now and then peeps into the philosophical background which

explain the rationale of the sjstem and serve to enlighten the devotee
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by enabling him te realise the essential similarity between what is taught

here and the final conclusions of the Upanishads.

In fact the very expression
4 YAGA ’ which is used here to signiry

divine worship seems to be intended to remind us of its kinship

with the vedic sacrifice and emphasise the truth that both are but

different modes of worship of the Supreme Being oidained by the dif-

ferent Sastras

The subject matter of this Samhita falls to be considered, roughly

speaking, under three mam categories —the construction of temples

and installation of images, the diffetent modes of worship and ritual, and

miscellaneous topics related to the foregoing The book is divided into

forty -three Adhyayas each dealing with a particular topic As it is, the pre-

sent edition looks incomplete in as much as in the begimng and at the end

there appear to be omissions and in the body of the work there are many

ellipses and doubtful readings. All this is due to the fact that only

four manuscripts were available to the editor in spite of the most

assiduous search and all of them were extremely defective and full of errors.

Under such a handicap any one else would have given up the attempt in

despair but the task being one of pure devotion with our editor he has

with inordinate zeal and fortitude pushed it through and m so doing his

special knowledge of Samhita literature seems to have served him in good

stead, as otherwise it would not have been possible with the flimsy materi-

al on hand to have brought out a presentable edition. Reading the trend

of the times and taking into account the growing indifference and apathy

towards our ancient sacred literature the editor thought it best to publish

the work as it is now available lest the inroads of time should

prejudically affect even the materials that are now extant. Barring

the imperfection rendered inevitable for want of proper originals the

present edition leaves very little to be desired, since the best use has been

made of the available material and no pains have been spared to present

a correct and cognet reading as far as possible. The punting and get up

is fine and suitable to the importance of the work.

By this publication the Swami has rendered yeoman service to the

cause of our sacred Literature and that the All Wise Maker may be pleased

to spare him long and endow him with health and strength sufficient to edit

and publish many more works of this nature is the earnest prayer of his

humble and devoted admirer.

Tirupapuliyue,)
13—9—1934 j T. E, SATAKOPACHARYAt
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